The Right Hon. T. P. O'Connor, M.R
THE series of sketches which I have attempted n these articles—now nearing their close—was never, of course, intended to record, like a school list, relevant intellectual valuations* I chose a certain number of subjects who happened to interest me, and of whom I hoped it might be possible to • write something that would interest the public.
Any such series would be incomplete which did not include the name of Mr. Thomas Power O'Connor —better known to almost countless generations of politicians as " T. P.35 He is the Father of the House of Commons ; he was elected member for Galway as long ago as the year 1880* In 1885 he was returned both for Galway and for the Scotland Division of Liverpool. He chose to represent the latter constituency: and from this stronghold he has laughed at all opposition ever since. He has thus represented this very Irish constituency in * England for very nearly forty years.
He has known, and observed with keen eyes, a larger number of distinguished men than anyone still in public life, with the exception of Arthur Balfour. And all the time he has been taking notes. He has been too busy in a crowded life to make it at all likely that he will ever even attempt to write his autobiography. And yet nothing is more certain than ^that his peculiar gifts and his immense and varied * experience would enable him to produce
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